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Market confidence
starts to return
GREEN IN 2015
Kris Donaldson on Bristol’s
Green Capital status

AFTER FIVE VERY DIFFICULT YEARS,
when you had to look hard to find the
positives in the property market, we’ve
finally seen the beginning of confidence
returning – and with it, activity levels have
risen above last year’s on almost all
fronts.

The market returns to
form... but is it sustainable?

Investment sentiment is always a defining
factor, and the last six months in particular
have been extremely busy: investors, sitting on
large amounts of underused capital, are
looking to the regions for better value than they
can find in London. Bristol, because of its
reputation as a sound business base with
strengths across key growth sectors, has
benefitted from that.
And while the occupational market still
remains challenging, there is plenty to be
optimistic about. The city’s first two big
speculative office developments for several
years are now underway – spurred on by
several sizeable lettings and active enquiries
from blue chip accountancy practices.
Bristol is also sharing in the nationwide
recovery in the housing market, with agents
reporting a busy 12 months with price rises
above the national average, a very robust
letting market and a great deal of enthusiasm
from buy to let landlords.

SPEC RETURNS

Taking long term advantage

RESI REBOUNDS

Developer confidence
shows in two big new
office schemes

All positive indicators that mark 2013 as a
turning point in the city’s fortunes. The big
question is, of course: is all of this sustainable?
Bristol can only do so much to make sure
that investors, occupiers and home buyers
remain confident: much will depend upon
national and international factors well beyond
our control.
But within the bounds of what we can affect,
I believe we are coming out of this recession
well placed to take long term advantage of the

After five
very difficult
years, BPAA
President
Andrew Main
sees this as
the time
when activity
across all
sectors
begins to bounce back and confidence
levels are restored.
resurgence in economic activity.
We don’t have the ‘overhang’ of quality
space we had to shift after the last recession,
and some unloved offices seem set for a new
life as city centre apartments. We don’t have
large numbers of homeowners in negative
equity. Unemployment locally is low. The subregion is earmarked for growth by the
Government, aided by an LEP eloquently
arguing our cause, and we can look forward to
even closer ties to the capital with the rail
electrification.
Our reputation is also working well for us:
Bristol has been voted the “best city to live in”
within the UK for wealth and happiness as well
as the top place for ethical investment outside
London and the UK’s fourth fastest growing city.

Raising our international profile
Looking into the medium term future, the
link road connecting south Bristol to the rest of
the city has moved a vital step forward, as has
the long-awaited Arena. Next year, Bristol will
be European Green Capital 2015, and one of our
articles hears from the man responsible just
how we can all capitalise upon this massive
opportunity to raise our international profile.

Continued on page 2

Industrial supply starts to dry

Bristol benefits from sentiment

THE IMPROVING ECONOMIC situation
has helped deliver take up approaching
2.2 million almost matching last year’s
industrial and distribution activity - in
line with the ten year average. The top
rents achieved were at £7.50 psf, close
to 2012’s top deals of £7.75.

A YEAR OF TWO HALVES ended very
strongly for the Bristol investment
market as confidence in the economy
steadily grew, and investors seeking
better value than they can currently find
in London turned their attention to the
regions… with Bristol high on their list.

The year was also marked by relatively few
very large transactions – with nothing to
match the giant 2012 deals involving Asda and
the Co-op. The 2013 highlights were specialist
food and drink distributor Culina taking
211,000 sq ft at Crossflow at Cabot Park at
£5.75psf, and Culina being replaced at its
current 115,000 sq ft adjacent facility by
PCL/Arla Foods.
There was, however, an encouraging flow
of smaller and mid sized lettings, and the New
Year has started with a number of quality 4060,000 sq ft enquiries being circulated.
With very little fresh stock being added,
satisfying new enquiries is now concentrating
agents’ minds, with supply standing at 4.5
million sq ft around 10% of the built stock in
the area: although very little of this is new or
quality space, it does include the remaining
330,000 sq ft at Crossflow (pictured).

Many institutions, pension funds and
private equity funds have been sitting on
growing amounts of capital, and the
general perception is that property prices
have now bottomed out, while the returns
available on a wide range of properties now
reflect an attractive income yield.
The occupational market is lagging
behind investment sentiment, but the fact
that the city has very little quality space
available in terms of Grade A offices or
good quality industrial space, has placed
Bristol in a far better position to recover
than it was in at the end of the last
recession.
There is a strong indication that prime
yields have come back by around half a
point since the summer, while the double
digit returns available on properties
without the benefit of strong covenants are
proving very attractive. Properties that
would have been hard to shift 12 months
ago have seen competitive bids when they
come to market.
One of the most interesting trends has
been the growing investor appetite for less
traditional sources of revenue streams and
capital growth – including student housing,
private sector rented housing, hotels, car

Speculative deveopment returns
With plenty of land available on Severnside,
including several sites with infrastructure in
place, larger potential occupiers would now
almost certainly go for a design and build
route. In other locations too, this represents a
viable option, as demonstrated by WBC’s
acquisition of 20,000 sq ft in Warmley.
Speculative development has also made a
return, with five units totalling 15,000 sq ft
underway at Caxton Business Park, Warmley,
following on from the speculative trade park

developed at Longwell Green last year which
is now almost fully let.
With little new space immediately
available, incentives for prime space are
beginning to harden and lease durations are
extending. 2014 could see rentals firming
further: circa £7.75 psf for accommodation
below 10,000 sq ft; £6 to 6.50 psf for modern
and mid-range buildings; and between £4.75 £5.50 for good quality second hand.
Bristol City Council and South
Gloucestershire are now pressing the
Highways Agency to prioritise a new junction
on the M49, arguing that this would accelerate
development at the Avonmouth/Severnside
Enterprise Area.
This could also attract other uses,
although concerns around the flood plain
remain.

The rise and rise of Internet retailing
Several requirements are still live,
including 500,000 sq ft for The Range, while

INDUSTRIAL REPORT
Marks & Spencer are expected to be the next
major retailer looking for regional capacity.
The rise and rise of Internet retailing is
driving demand among parcel operators, with
a number upgrading or acquiring new
facilities of between 25 and 50,000 sq ft.
Bristol is still hoping to benefit as Amazon
look to roll out smaller regional hubs – again
up to 50,000 sq ft.
Longer term, there are hopes that the new
link road connecting the South of Bristol
might increase activity in local industrial
estates in that part of the city and encourage
owners to invest further. The new road,
together with better pubic transport links, is
expected to start making a difference from
2016 onwards.
Bristol has never fully exploited the
commercial opportunities of having a busy
regional airport: the new road might just
make the difference.

Confidence returns - continued from page 1
In achieving sustainable growth over the
coming years, the property sector - and
the BPAA in particular - has a major role
to play.

Expanding population
Bristol needs significantly more
housing for its expanding population than
is currently being built. It requires
infrastructure investment to make the
available employment land attractive to
developers and occupiers – ideally moving
towards a position where retained
business rates and future revenue streams
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can be harnessed locally to kickstart
development.
It requires a sensible approach to deal
with the congestion issues that continue to
beset the city – and that doesn’t
necessarily include penalising car users by
creating parking zones without first
putting in place viable and attractive public
transport.
The Bristol city region faces enormous
national as well as global competition to
win footloose occupiers, including those
based in London and looking to establish

regional back office bases – making the
task of promoting the city ever more
essential.
We have to continue arguing our corner
for what will deliver sustainable economic
growth and prosperity to Bristol: informing
the public debate at every opportunity,
supporting the City Council and other
agencies when they are on the right track;
making sure the BPAA’s voice is heard
when we feel they are not.
Arguably, we have never been better
placed to do just that.

show rooms and car parks. This looks set
to continue.
One area where investors are proving
more circumspect is retail, with concerns
that another High Street failure might
follow on from a year which has seen a
further shift towards Internet retailing.
That said, one of the highlight
investments of the last 12 months was in
Broadmead: Threadneedle Property
Investments’ purchase of the long
leasehold interest in 15-33 Union Street,
Bristol BS1 from F&C Reit Asset
Management for £8,585,000 - reflecting a
net initial yield of 9%. Tenants of the
purpose-built retail and leisure
development include Wilkinsons, Subway,
KFC and Kemps Jewellers.
Just as 2013 ended, Blackrock UK
Property Fund secured the biggest deal of

INVESTMENT REPORT
the year, Portwall Place (162,581 ft)
pictured below, for a purchase price in
excess of £50 million and a yield of 7%,
surpassing Legal & General Property’s
acquisition of the nearby 108,049 sq ft
Redcliffe Quay development for £19.7
million.
Other key deals within the city included
the 60,100 sq ft Embassy House in Clifton
being sold to Kames Capital for £7.5m
(9.0%); and the 34,880 sq ft 18-21 Queen
Square being purchased by Threadneedle
Property for £2.75m (9.3%).
One massive potential deal bubbling
beneath the surface at the time of going to
press was Land Securities’ £200m 50%
stake in the 1.5m sq ft Cabot Circus, with
several major players expressing interest.

Reconfiguring the retail market
2013 PROVED A RELATIVELY steady year nationally and
regionally for the retail sector and while, once again, there
were several notable High Street casualties (notably HMV,
Blockbuster and Jessops) these largely reflected advances in
technology rather than reduced consumer spending.
The pressure on the pound in people’s pockets also accelerated
the continuing shift towards discounters – squeezing the market
shares of middle budget food and fashion retailers in particular.
However, the bigger, longer-term challenge for retailers is
successfully integrating the Internet – and this will have a property
dimension as different options such as click and collect and home
delivery continue to gain in popularity. At present, many retailers
are accommodating the shift by making use of in-store space.
The other significant trend of the last couple of years – the
opening of ever more branded convenience stores in our cities –
has also been very evident in the last 12 months as competition

RETAIL & LEISURE REPORT
hots up between the big supermarket chains to maintain market
share.
2013 marked the fifth anniversary of the opening of Cabot Circus
and the 15th anniversary of The Mall – and both locations had a
strong year. Voids were very low, and the turnover in stores (20
deals in the Mall, 10 in Cabot Circus) reflect continuing demand for
space as well as proactive centre management.
Perhaps the most significant leisure sector deal of the year in
Bristol was The Cuban taking 12,000 sq ft on Harbourside. This is a
new restaurant and bar concept launched by entrepreneur Roger
Payne, whose other formats include Shaka Zulu in Camden. The
new venue will specialise in Cuban cuisine, cocktails and rum, and
it will also host Jongleurs Comedy Club at weekends in a 280seater cabaret and events space.
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Residential returns to form
Last year, the “life signs” in the
residential market showed distinct
promise, and 2013 didn’t disappoint.
Agents were busy and more new
developments are now coming
forward to help meet demand.

Developers
speculate to
accumulate
OFFICES REPORT

THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS have seen
sales volumes return to the highest
levels since the start of the recession.
Greater confidence in the economy and
the continuing growth of the city, together
with support at the lower end of the market
from Help to Buy, have all combined to
drive up volumes as well as prices.
The nationwide rise in house prices
outside of London was more than matched
in some parts of Bristol, with areas such as
Clifton and Southville recording up to 12%,
although other parts of the city saw far
more modest rises of around 5%.
While the strong demand for family
homes is still being catered for in the
suburbs – with several new developments
coming on stream in north Bristol apartments for young professionals and
downsizers are being snapped up in the city
centre area.

Accidental landlords
A significant number of these are being
bought off plan, including a high proportion
for buy-to-let. While some people started
as “accidental landlords” because of a slow
market, many have now embraced buy-tolet as a long-term method of investment.
At the start of 2014, very few new units
were available for sale, and agents were
waiting for fresh stock. Bristol has not had
to deal with the levels of overhang seen in
other regional cities, helping to maintain
prices and encourage new development.
The first to be released will be at
Finzel’s Reach, now out of administration,
where a phase of 73 apartments is likely to
come on stream in February. Other new
developments available this year include
first phases of the former General Hospital
and of Wapping Wharf.

LAST YEAR’S OFFICES REPORT highlighted
two speculative schemes waiting in the wings,
where developers had “their fingers on the
trigger” pending a pre-let or a sizeable chunk
of Grade A being taken out of circulation.

through “permitted development rights”.

Taking offices out of circulation
This looks set to solve two challenges
for Bristol agents: helping to meet demand
for city centre apartments and student
accommodation and taking unwanted
second hand office stock out of circulation.
The developments, which face far less
rigorous planning restrictions than new
build, are also not subject to affordable
housing allocations – effectively reducing
the cost to developers (and purchasers) by
between 10 and 20%.
One example of an obsolete office being
given a new lease of life is the landmark
former “Electricity House” building on the
city centre: this was bought by Crest
Nicolson in October, who have plans for a
mixed use development for the 90,000 sq ft

RESIDENTIAL REPORT
grade II listed building.
Although the office space figures look
significant – around 750,000 sq ft in total –
this still only represents around 1000 –
1500 units: less than one year’s take up.
There is an expectation that some of
these developments will be pre-sold to
private sector housing operators: with
managed blocks now commonplace in the
US and Europe as well (increasingly) in
London, the trend is expected to gain
popularity in UK regions in 2014.
Looking ahead, there are expectations of
ahead of inflation rises in prices during
2014 – probably of around 5% - although
not of this accelerating to an unsustainable
level, with a modest rise in interest rates
later in the year likely to act as a brake.

Residential view from the City
According to Zoe Willcox, Service Director of Planning and Sustainable
Development for Bristol City Council: “The reality is that the city centre office
market is heading eastwards, while the Nelson Street area is being left behind.
We are very supportive of obsolete office blocks being converted to essential
use - especially for students, as this will reduce demand for student accommodation in suburban areas.

Demand for rented continues

“There are a number of areas – such as Clifton, Cabot and Cotham – where
shared student houses are squeezing out families. This tends to set in as a
trend, and too many student houses will detrimentally change the mix of an
area.

Also in the pipeline are units being
created as part of the mixed-use
development at The Paintworks, while
some 20 applications have been submitted
to convert largely unoccupied offices

“We recognise the role of buy to let, and expect larger investors to get increasingly involved in meeting demand for rented accommodation, but we are also
keen to see the supply of affordable housing increase too in order to meet the
needs of the city’s growing population.”
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While no pre-lets have been announced, there
have been several sizeable lettings elsewhere.
And this, together with the growing confidence of
investors in the economy (and Bristol in
particular) have meant that work is now
underway at both Salmon Harvester’s 98,523 sq
ft, 2 Glass Wharf scheme at Temple Quay and
Skanska’s 58,365 sq ft at 66, Queen Square
(pictured).
Space at 66 Queen Square will be available in
part floors upwards (4,500 sq ft) and £29.50 psf is
being quoted, a range of office sizes will be
available at Glass Wharf, starting at 3,369 sq ft,
with £28 psf being quoted.
An equally important stimulus to the two
speculative developments has been the number
of active enquiries in the market from the “big
four” accountants.
With Grade A space supply now limited, there
is confidence that the two schemes coming on
stream over the next couple of years will find
ready takers. There are other office consents in
the pipeline, but these will now almost certainly

be put on hold.
As we emerge from the recession, Bristol is
expected to experience one of the highest growth
rates of the UK’s core cities. The city has already
established itself as a major centre for financial
and legal services and one of the anticipated
benefits of the rail electrification programme is to
attract more back office functions from London.
That confidence has been reinforced by city
centre office take-up 23% higher than 2012 – with
something of a return of mid and bigger deals,
rather than the host of smaller deals that kept
agents occupied in 2012.

Conversion of older offices
Chief amongst those sizeable deals were the
70,000 sq ft taken at 100 Temple Street by Bristol
City Council, 39,000 sq ft at Narrow Quay House
by law firm Veale Wasbrough Vizards and

Barclays’ acquisition of 18,759 sq ft at Bridgwater
House, Finzels Reach.
There are strong expectations of a raft of older
office buildings in and around Nelson Street, the
Pithay and Lewins Mead being taken out of
circulation through conversion into residential
use: applications for 20 projects totalling around
750,000 sq ft have been submitted under
“permitted development rights”.
This would mirror the stimulus given to the
city centre office market as we emerged from the
last recession, when student housing helped to
soak up a number of out of date offices.
The Out of Town market has seen lettings to a
wide mix of sectors, but has still come second
best to city centre deals in the last 12 months, the
biggest being 30,000 sq ft to digital media giant
NVIDIA at Aztec West on a ten year lease at
£18.50 psf.

Ross is BPAA student of the year
ROSS WIGLEY FROM SOUTHAMPTON, a final year property
management and investment student at UWE, has been
recognised by the Bristol Property Agents Association (BPAA)
with its annual student of the year prize.
Four students were shortlisted for the award and were invited
for an interview with Andrew Main (President of the BPAA), Jeremy
Richards (Senior Vice President of the BPAA) and Sarah Ogden
(Company Secretary), with Ross emerging victorious.
Awarded each year to a student who shows considerable
achievement and promise, the BPAA annual prize includes a
cheque for £500 with a presentation at the BPAA annual dinner.
BPAA president Andrew Main said: “We were all impressed by the
calibre of the candidates for this year’s prize, and their enthusiasm
and ambition for the local property market was exemplary.
“Ross stood out for a number of reasons. His academic record

was excellent, and he also showed a real commitment to the
industry through his work experience and dissertation.”
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Mayor sets out
mission for 2017
This time last year, George Ferguson was still fresh into his new job as Mayor
So what is his perspective today? And how will his plans impact upon Bristol’s
business and economic future?

“HOW HAS THE last year gone?” George
Ferguson ponders momentarily. “Really
well. I’ve enjoyed it – although it not been
all joy. It’s an incredibly fulfilling role.”
And the brickbats that regularly fly in his
direction? “I’m not here to be loved. But I do
want to leave a legacy.”
That sense of Ferguson being a man on a
mission has only been heightened since his
election: he has put in place a small, four
party cabinet to cut the Gordian knot of
political differences which have traditionally
stymied decisive action in Bristol. He often
talks about his mandate - free of any political
baggage - coming directly from the people of
Bristol.
“There will always be challenges around
budgets. Some decisions will be forced upon
me. And with the games that are played, you

do feel as if you are walking on eggshells
sometimes…
“But most of what is happening has
everyone’s broad support.”
Including the business world? “I think I’m
getting on very well with the local business
sector – they’ve been really supportive. They
haven’t always agreed with everything I’ve
done, but not everyone in business agrees
with each other. It’s a broad church.”

Residents Parking Zones
Which brings us round neatly to Residents
Parking Zones…
“Yes, some have had issues with my
transport plans – even seeing me as anti-car.
I’m not anti-car. I’m pro a healthy, freemoving city. To achieve that, as well as
residents parking zones, we will need to
improve the public transport system – the
£400 million being spent on the MetroBus
and rail infrastructure is part of that
commitment.

“We need to improve Park and Ride too.
“Five US senators were here recently and
were amazed to see so many bikes on the
road during the rush hour - including going
up Park Street. We need to invest more in
cycling facilities: it means better air quality
and it frees up the roads for motorists.”
“The Government knows what we’re doing
and is very supportive – they see the Green
Capital as an opportunity to promote the UK.
Why wouldn’t they like Bristol? We’re the only
one of the eight core cities with above average
GDP – we’re contributing to the nation’s
wealth.”
The city, of course, has been earmarked
for significant growth in the coming years. Is
he in favour of that? “Yes I’m pro-growth. It
offers great opportunities, but it also poses
challenges.
“We’re an affluent city, but we have issues
around the availability of affordable housing.
I’m determined to use our land to create
more.

Residents parking zone dispute rumbles on
While discussions between Bristol City Council and the BPAA
have – on the whole – moved into relatively amicable waters
in recent years, on one subject a gap has appeared – one
which is proving hard to bridge.
The Council estimates that around 18,000 commuters come
into the city each day and park their cars – primarily in and
around the areas closest to the city centre.
Mayor George Ferguson has registered his concerns
regarding the environmental impact this has upon Bristol… and
a major part of his solution hinges on creating residents parking
zones covering a large swathe of the city.
During 2013, the plans were cut back somewhat following
feedback from local residents and businesses – but nowhere
near far enough for many opponents to the scheme.
The biggest concerns relate to the impact the new zones will
have on the thousands of lower paid support staff who currently
depend upon their cars to get to work – many of them having to
drive at unsocial hours. The Council is proposing to allow nonresidents to purchase parking permits, but these will cost
hundreds of pounds a year.
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As this edition of the BPAA newsletter went to press,
discussions were still being held between the City and the
BPAA. “Our biggest concern,” says BPAA spokesman Andrew
Hardwick, “is that these changes will be imposed before any
major improvements have been brought into place on public
transport.
“We still don’t have park and ride schemes for many routes
into the city, and those that are up and running do not allow
people to work either very early or very late. The timescale for
upgrades to the public transport network to take effect is
around five years – and we would think it sensible to introduce
any major changes over that sort of period.
“But we are also concerned that there have been no
independent assessments made on the economic impact on
Bristol. Surely that should be the first step.
“We live – and work – in what is a very compact city, and
where the working and living areas overlap considerably. That
doesn’t seem to have been taken fully into consideration by the
people driving these changes through.
“We will continue to argue our case.”

“Skills are another challenge for the city.
So we’re setting up a skills commission…
trying to connect education with business…
and increase the number of apprentices.”

It’s not just about transport links
And the upcoming link road connecting
South Bristol? “I’m not the biggest fan of
that. I’m more keen to promote public
transport and cycle links. But it will have
benefits. People talk about the ‘tale of two
cities’, but it’s not as simple as that.
Southmead, Lawrence Weston, Lockleaze –
they have problems too. So it’s not just about
transport links.
“It’s also about making good use of the
land available in the south of Bristol for
employment – Filwood Green is a really good
example of that, with 40,000 sq ft of new
space, and the Bottle Works where we will be
creating a film studio. To me, it’s all about
narrowing the gap.”
The plans for regenerating parts of South
Bristol also include creating a whole new
community in Hengrove, with 1200 new
homes – in itself taking some of the pressure
off neighbouring local authorities to soak up
the demand – and George Ferguson is keen
to keep those neighbours on side.
“I’d say our relations were now good.
Certainly better than a year ago. We have to
work with them – South Gloucestershire, for
instance, has a lot of the employment land
that the city region needs to grow. We’re keen
to share the benefits of 2015 with them, and
the advantages of combining service delivery.
“We want to see a new junction on the
M49, and so we’re working with South
Gloucestershire to make that happen as we
both have land interests on Severnside.
Investing in a new junction and flood
defences will give a huge lift in land values
and encourage development – and that can
be achieved through the City Deal and
retaining business rates, just as we are doing
with Temple Quarter and the Arena.”

Bristol goes green
THE APPOINTMENT OF Kris Donaldson
was as clear a sign as it was possible to
make, that Bristol is taking its year as
European Green Capital in 2015 very
seriously indeed.
This, after all, is the man whose credits
include maximising the benefits to
Liverpool in being European Capital of
Culture, as well as raising sponsorship for
the Sydney Olympics… a globetrotter with
the habit of turning up at the right city at
just the right time.
This is also a man who means business.
And, critically, Bristol City Council are
intent on turning a profit getting the best
economic results from out of their
endeavours – through an independently run
company which Kris will lead. As well as
coordinating the events associated with the
year, he will also be raising the
sponsorship to make it happen and
focussing efforts on creating jobs, inward
investment and tourism.

Leading the way on the green agenda
It was Bristol’s third bid for the title.
What went so right this time? “I wasn’t part
of the team that won the bid,” says Kris,
“but if you look at what Bristol has been
doing – and is planning to roll out in the
next few years – we really are leading the
way on the green agenda.
“The £400 million being spent on public
transport, another £150 - £200 million on
publicly owned buildings to improve their
energy efficiency… this is a council that has
taken the bull by the horns. Importantly,
community groups are also behind it, as
well as the many companies already here

that either make their living out of the
sustainable sector or see benefits to the
future of the city – and their business – as a
direct result.
“And yes, we will gain international
profile and win inward investment as a
direct result. At the end of 2015 we have the
Paris conference on climate change – an
unbelievable opportunity for the city to
show what can be done.”

Where the rubber meets the road
Bristol, he says, has a long history of
innovation - and this is the year when it can
establish its credentials as a city of
innovation in the sustainability sector.
“And it’s at the city level where a
difference can really be made on climate
change,” he insists, “rather than through
national governments. Communities can
make decisions that affect and directly
benefit themselves. This is where the
rubber meets the road.”
And the role of business in all this?
“Companies, especially those involved in
the built environment, can play a big part in
this – and benefit as well. Energy efficiency
isn’t just about saving the planet. It’s about
making buildings cheaper to run, more
valuable… achieving a better ROI.
“We are all in this together. And what
Bristol can do – not just within the city, but
within the city region – can help the UK too.
“I’ve been to many parts of the world,
and when I mention Bristol they ask where
exactly that is.
“We’re the UK’s best-kept secret. That’s
all about to change – just watch this
space.”

2017: a huge year for Bristol
So what are the priorities for the coming
year for Bristol City Council? “Everything is
now gearing up for 2017,” he declares. It’s
when everything comes together: the Arena,
rail electrification, the new entrance to
Temple Meads, the Link Road, the
MetroBus... it’s a huge year for Bristol.”
The question is: will he be there to be
there to share in the accolades? “Ah yes. My
term ends in 2016. But I’ll be standing again.
My time horizon is 2020. I’m bloody minded. I
don’t take no for an answer.”
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BPAA Council

Sport and social activities in 2012

President
Andrew Main

TENNIS
Driving rain on the day failed to spoil the
enjoyment of the 14 pairs competing in this
year’s tennis competition – mainly because it
was (sensibly) once again held indoors at the
David Lloyd centre in Westbury.
The day raised £920 - including £500 from
our sponsors Cook and Co Solicitors – and
while the day’s play was hotly contested, all
had to give way to winners Matt Moody and
Oliver Ladbroke.

Senior Vice President
Jeremy Richards
Junior Vice President
Ross Kiernan
Immediate Past
President
Doug Wood

GOLF
Another great day for golfing aficionados – with
the main sponsorship provided by Utopia. The
Stableford winner was Will Mullins of Hartnell
Taylor Cook, while the main prize for the raffle
was won by James Morgan of Hartnell Taylor
Cook: a flight for two in the Jones Lang LaSalle
hot air balloon.

CYCLING
As our picture of a rather forlorn looking Phil
Morton shows, the third Cyclosportive took
place in somewhat wetter weather than
previous years, making the conditions
significantly more challenging for the 30 mile,
60 mile or 100 mile courses through the North
Somerset and Mendip countryside.
Despite the elements, some 350 brave souls
took part in four-person teams – drawn from
right across the Bristol property industry and
associated sectors – making it the BPAA’s
largest sporting event of the year, as well as a
great fundraiser.

BOULES
In complete climatic contrast, scorching
temperatures and blazing sunshine formed the
backdrop to this year’s Boules competition in
Clifton.

2013/14

Treasurer
Chris Grazier
40 teams entered the event, sponsored by
Beach Baker, to compete for the opportunity to
win the coveted BPAA Boules Cup or Silver
Plate. The top team from each of the eight
groups went into the Cup competition with the
runner up qualifying for the Plate competition.
In the Cup competition, solid performances
from AWW Architects, Jones Lang LaSalle, RBS
& Integral culminated in a hard-fought final
between AWW and RBS. Despite AWW’s
attempts to add their name to the Cup for a
second time in the space of three years, but
RBS - pictured below - came through to scoop
the title and the trophy.
The final of the Plate competition was
bitterly fought between Foot Anstey and
reigning holders BNP Paribas with both teams
keen to take home the “tea tray” (aka “Silver
Plate”). Foot Anstey grasped victory and
knocked the last agency firm out of the
competition.

QUIZ
Once again, 20 teams from across the Bristol
property scene took part in the annual BPAA
quiz at Mud Dock. In a
competitive but fun
evening, the scores
were close - with only
three points covering
the top four teams. This
year’s winners were
Workman - by a solitary
point.
Many thanks to
Cubex for their very kind
sponsorship of the event
yet again, which helped
us raise over £800 for
this year’s two charities:
Wherever the Need and
Clic Sargent.
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Membership
The BPAA membership
is currently around 300.
Of these, approximately two
thirds are Full Members and
the remainder are Affiliate,
Honorary or Student Members.
Applications for Membership
should be made via our
membership portal on our
website www.bpaa.net

